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In the People’s Interest-Organized 
Cooperation, at All Levels 


RatpH A. ULVELING 


S THE SIXTIETH PERSON to assume the 
office of President of the American 
Library Association, I may assume, 

rightfully, that my distinguished predeces- 
sors have provided a sound, clear, and 
adequate philosophy of service for our guid- 
ance. New interpretation of these funda- 
mental principles in the light of changed 
conditions might properly be presented at 
this time were it not that other more im- 
mediate considerations attention. 
Social institutions the world over are grop- 
ing for new directions. Governments, 
business, education, even families and 
individuals, will experience enforced read- 
justments. An era was closed when the up- 
heaval of war began. As we move forward 
toward the commencement of a new cycle, 
we will be prudent if we realize that this 
is a time for vision, for courage, and for 
action; action that is based on recognition 


invite 


@Mrz. Urverine has been librarian of the Detroit 
Public Library since 1941 and from 1928 to 1941 was 
chief of the branch department and associate librarian 
in Detroit. Before going to Detroit he was reference 
assistant at the Newberry Library in Chicago and li- 
brarian at the Amarillo, Tex., Public Library. He has 
degrees from De Paul University and Columbia Univer- 
sity School of Library Service. He has been active in 
both Michigan and A.L.A. activities, was president of 
the Michigan Library Association in 1937-38, and will 
serve as A.L.A. President, 1945-46. 


———————————————————————————— 


of the fact that, though the social objectives 
of library service remain as fundamentally 
sound as always, the formulas for accom- 
plishment which may have become frozen in 
tradition must be replanned in the light of 
the forces taking shape about us. 

The problem I present is not simple, 
though analysis of it may begin with the 
simple statement that the controlling objec- 
tive of the world’s leadership today is to 
build a social prosperity despite a world- 
wide economic upheaval which in this coun- 
try and elsewhere will levy its toll for 
years, possibly for generations. ‘Though 
social values and economic values are dis- 
similar and often are directly antagonistic, 
in our democracy the two are closely related 
in that one has depended on the other for its 
growth. Within our own range of special 
concern, as we look back over the last half 
century, we see that libraries flourished in 
periods of prosperity and declined in times 
of business depression and panic. I am not 
qualified by training or experience to predict 
economic trends, but I believe that in the 
years ahead libraries will face very difficult 
problems because of the costly economic 
loss entailed in our present war. This fact 
must be faced realistically. 

But even before war had added its burden 
of financial strain, other factors at work 
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were threatening the continued growth— 
even the continued maintenance—of existing 
levels of library service. Through the years 
libraries have been maintained largely by 
municipalities, by endowments given di- 
rectly to libraries or to larger institutions 
which encompassed libraries, and by state 
governments, which in many places as- 
sumed responsibility for large developments 
in higher education and more recently have 
shared the costs for primary and secondary 
education. Of these three types of support, 
the first two are being weakened rapidly. 


Trend Toward Smaller Returns 


LONG-CONTINUED TREND toward 
A smaller and smaller returns from in- 
vested capital has steadily reduced the 
operating funds of institutions drawing 
their support from endowments. “Twenty 
or more years ago the then president of the 
wealthy University of Chicago declared 
publicly that the time would come when 
universities maintained by private funds 
could no longer compete with tax-supported 
state universities. It is true that a limited 
number of: institutions have been able to 
defer retrenchments by increasing their in- 
vested capital through new gifts. Dozens 
of others have been less fortunate. When 
we consider the great number of libraries— 
many, very important libraries—maintained 
by invested capital, the problem becomes 
one meriting serious thought, not only by 
the institutions concerhed, but by this As- 
sociation as well. 

A far greater number of libraries, how- 
ever, are threatened for other reasons. In 
the past fifteen years, perhaps longer, the 
wellsprings from which municipal govern- 
ments derived their funds have been drying. 
States have restricted their local subdivisions 
in both the kind and extent of taxes that 
may be levied. For libraries, as for all 
similarly supported municipal services, this 
restriction is becoming serious. Simultane- 
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ously, a second undermining factor, one 
which is localized in the great metropolitan 
centers, is adding further uncertainty to the 
base of support on which our great public 
libraries have rested. With the develop- 
ment of better and quicker transportation, 
industry is relocating in satellite cities to 
escape the higher taxation of the parent 
community, and for other reasons, primarily 
better living conditions, a great migration 
of the substantial tax-paying residents is 
sweeping out to suburban areas. Thus, the 
core of the metropolitan community is de- 
caying, and its government, which is power- 
less to impose new types of taxes or. to 
exceed state limitations on traditional types 
of taxation, is likewise estopped from 
spreading the cost of its great central facili- 
ties, such as reference libraries, over the 
industry and residents of the greater metro- 
politan district which is served by them. 
From various parts of the country come 
indications that the question of local reve- 
nues is a widespread problem. Within the 
past month the American Municipal As- 
sociation reported that in New York, Penn- 
sylvania, Michigan, and Florida reviews 
of the financial situation of local govern- 
ments either are being urged or have been 
recommended by planning bodies. The 
problem has such importance that a special 
session of the New York legislature is to 
take up the subject soon. In these four 
states alone the urban population as drawn 
from the latest federal census shows that 
more than twenty-two million people are 
directly affected. For tax-supported local 
libraries, whether they be school libraries, 
county libraries, or municipal public li- 
braries, the situation is fully as threatening 
as are the problems of depleted operating 
revenues now facing libraries dependent on 
endowments, 

These concerns for dwindling support 
must be considered in the light of curtailing 
institutional services which at their peaks 
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of development were admittedly inadequate. 
Even the so-called “superior libraries” had 
never attained full stature when measured 
against a composite pattern of rounded li- 


brary service. With this condition obtain- 
ing in selected areas, how much more serious 
is the prospect in areas which have never 
enjoyed more than a token service, areas 
which embrace nearly one-third of the na- 
tion’s population. 

Against this background of problems and 
prospects, the chief element of which is an 
obligation to lift library service to higher 
planes of social usefulness in the face of 
declining financial support, let me now 
project a course of action for consideration 
by the divisions, the boards, the committees, 
and the round tables of this Association. 
Obviously, the most fruitful area of ex- 
ploration open is a more productive organi- 
zation and use of available library facilities. 
In small ways this may be achieved through 
a variety of means—improved efficiency, etc. 
—but the greatest possibilities appear to lie 
in organized cooperation. 


All-Embracing Theme 


HE FULL IMPLICATIONS of this are so 
broad that a word of explanation will 
be in order. Fundamentally this theme for 
the year’s work is all-embracing. It may 
well take on specialized significance for 
every type of library—village, 
school, special, college, university, and pub- 
lic libraries of all sizes. For state libraries, 
the Library of Congress, and the American 
Library Association there are implications 
of organizing to be done. It likewise can 
be given amplification in special areas of 
librarianship—in book selection and buying, 
in cataloging, and in both general and spe- 
cialized public services. Though the theme 
is general it may, nevertheless, be given 
specific application under almost any set of 
circumstances. Briefly, I suggest a few: 
1. The friendly competition between the 


county, 
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great research libraries of the country to_ 
amass ever more extensive holdings in in- 
numerable subject fields involves unbeliev- 
able duplication in original investments, in 
processing, and in upkeep. ‘Through an 
organized plan of divided responsibility with 
full recognition of the continuing obliga- 
tions of each contracting party on such 
matters as acquisition of materials, bibli- 
ographical research, publication of bibliogra- 
phies, and freedom in borrowing either 
microfilm copies or the original as the case 
warrants—through such a plan, service to 
society conceivably would be enhanced im- 
measurably. 

2. In no metropolitan area has a suitable 
pattern for development of an integrated 
service between suburban and city libraries 
been adequately worked out. ‘Though po- 
litical amalgamations are unlikely, through 
cooperative arrangements provision might 
be made for joint maintenance of branches 
in border areas, centralized public relations 
work, unified educational programs, and 
shared responsibility for appraisal and proc- 
essing of new books, as well as for the 
maintenance of centralized book collections 
which are fundamental needs in the broad 
community but which require no duplica- 
tion. 

3. In less populous areas where small 
operating budgets limit the spread of serv- 
ices which may be provided, the potential- 
ities in cooperative programs have unusual 
significance. Through multiple contracts 
with other libraries for sharing costs and 
benefits, such special services as an educa- 
tional film library, a library of sound re- 
cordings, or a library of music can be made 
available even in the most remote regions. 
Under federal aegis the service pattern re- 
ferred to here has already been established 
through centralized collections for the 
blind. Taking a leaf from that successful 
experience, is there any reason why the 
libraries of five counties should not agree 
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to maintain an educational film collection 
on which all may draw? Other services 
might be added through agreements which, 
depending on factors of cost and use, may 
involve either larger or smaller groupings 
of libraries. In any case, it should be 
understood that the plan may render its 
fullest benefits only if the geographical area 
united in one program does not become a 
Chinese wall limiting other later agree- 
ments to the identical area. 

These few examples are presented, not in 
an attempt to define an entire program, but 
merely to suggest to all the range of pos- 
sibilities for betterment of services which 
may be sought despite adverse conditions. 
Limited cooperation in library service is as 
old as this Association. Full cooperation 
has yet to arrive. In fact, as I review the 
broad cycles of library history, thinking of 
1876-1900 as the period of establishment, 
1900-20 as the period of expansion, 1920- 
World War II as the period of experimen- 
tation with specialized services which as yet 
are spotted and localized, I see the years 
from World War II on as a period of co- 
operation which brings to all libraries and 
users of these libraries equalized opportunity 
on an ever-expanding base of services. For 
what value it may have to those among 
us who have vision and an inventive turn 
of mind, I close this portion of my address 
with a quotation from Victor Hugo which 
was carried in a book list issued by the 
San Francisco Public Library in connection 
with the United Nations Conference there: 
“Greater than armies is an idea whose time 
has come.” 


To Strengthen Library Service 


¢ pes PROGRAM just presented is designed 
to insure the strengthening of library 
service through a more effective utilization 
of the resources made available to libraries. 
That program should be supplemented by 
a second designed to investigate and insofar 
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as possible to correct the weaknesses which 
are undermining the tax base from which 
libraries draw their support. 

A second plank in my proposed platform 
for Association work in the days ahead is, 
therefore, the creation of a government and 
tax study committee composed of librarians, 
political economists, and students of taxa- 
tion to study the effect on libraries of pres- 
ent tax structures, to investigate trends in 
government, and to devise new legislative 
proposals which are sound in principle, 
adapted to current conditions, and cognizant 
of the importance of library service. Such 
studies once available would provide a 
sound foundation on which to build a pro- 
gram for federal aid in contrast to the 
empiric: way in which state aid legislation 
came into being. It could guide local gov- 
ernments in charter revisions, state govern- 
ments in code revisions, and it might lead 
the way toward a solution of that most 
difficult problem, finding a suitable pattern 
for developments in metropolitan areas. 


Build on Present Developments 


OTH ELEMENTS of the program for 

Association action which I have just 
laid before you are pointed toward the 
preserving and the upbuilding of existing 
library developments, in contrast to the 
emphasis for many years past on the need 
for extension of library service into regions 
which have no libraries. It must be granted 
without equivocation that this Association 
can have a diversified program, but its major 
emphasis must point in one direction. It 
is this emphasis that I believe must now be 
changed. With an insufficiency of revenues 
confronting local governments, a competi- 
tion between activities for available funds 
will follow. Library service of questionable 
effectiveness which we have freely admitted 
prevails in one-third of the nation cannot 
survive under such conditions. Further- 
more, justice toward municipalities, large 
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and small, that have by self-imposed extra 
levies carried the beacon for informal edu- 
cation-through-libraries and have thereby 
given library service a recognized place in 
democratic society, compels this action. I 
would not wish any part of this plea ever to 
be interpreted as discouraging a resumption 
of extension efforts in more propitious times. 
A professional body such as ours has a 
responsibility to missionarize. But even 
more fundamental is the duty, in years of 
stress, to aid those who support its efforts. 

In closing this presentation, may I note 
that its major emphasis has been drawn 
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from the spirit of the times. Nations have 
much to gain by cooperation with each 
other, as do libraries. In international re- 
lations, however, a plan of . cooperation 
which has selfish motives becomes a bloc 
and a menace to society. The same is true 
in our professional life. The welfare of 
our particular group can be enhanced only 
so long as it enhances the welfare of the 
nation as a whole. Therefore, to keynote 
the year’s work of the Association I offer 
this theme— 

In the People’s Interest—Organized Co- 
operation, at All Levels. 


Pleasure and Regret 


Car Virz' 


ing the past year may not have 
brought the festive social occasions, 
the friendly contacts, and the stimulating 
messages of an annual meeting as in former 
years, but it has brought satisfactions of an- 
other kind. We have seen demonstrated the 
importance of books as weapons of war and 
we realize that they are just as important 
and effective as instruments for building the 
peace and the social order to follow. 
Officials of the Army and the Navy have 
spared no efforts to put books into the hands 
of the fighting men. We civilians should 
be equally concerned to place books into the 
hands of all citizens. That we need well- 
trained, intelligent soldiers to win wars 
has become obvious. It should be just as 
obvious that we need intelligent and fully 
informed citizens to create and fulfil the 
peace. 


Bi: PRESIDENT of the A.L.A. ‘dur- 


1A note about Mr. Vitz appeared on page 13 of the 
January A.L.A. Bulletin. 


The requiremients of peace—which is 
another way of saying law and order, justice 
and humanity, rights and responsibilities— 
are in no way simple. The qualities of 
mind and character called for in the citizens 
of this complex, interdependent world in 
which we now live are greater even than 
those demanded to win the complex, total, 
global war of today. 

‘In Northrop Memorial Auditorium at 
the University of Minnesota, I recently 
heard Lt. Commander Harold E. Stassen, 
delegate to the San Francisco Conference, 
say: 

We need men—men to assault the pillboxes 
of lethargy, the emplacements of prejudice, the 
spitting guns of intolerance ; men who are will- 
ing to fall in the assault so that others may 
carry the day. It will take that to build the 
world. It will take that to raise the standards 
of mankind, to make freedom and liberty and 
peace living symbols to men and women and 
children and not mere words in speeches or in 
charters. 
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No greater task than aiding in such an 
assault lies ahead for those whose responsi- 
bility it is to influence the thinking of 
people through the printed word, whether 
it be the press, the schools, or libraries. 
Books have been and are weapons in this 
war. Just as truly must they be weapons in 
fighting the enemies of peace, of decency, 
of justice, and of comity between nations. 
Such enemies are not lined up in battle 
array or dressed in distinctive uniforms easy 
to recognize and identify. Instead, they 
may be inconspicuous in our own neighbor- 
hoods, wearing the clothes of respectability 
and exercising every right of citizenship, 
yet enemies because of selfishness and nar- 
rowness and bigotry, or they may be found 
in our slums and isolated areas, dangerous 
because of ignorance and illiteracy and in- 
tolerance. 


Open Minds Needed 


I’ IS HIGH TIME that we open our minds 


and find constructive solutions for the 
problems of the East and the West, of the 
North and the South, of city and country, 
and of all races and faiths and nationalities. 
Of what use is it for our young men to 
lose their lives in settling the antagonisms 
of Europe and the conflicts of the Orient, 
if we at home continue our envies and 
hates? We must share our opportunities. 
We must feel responsible for meeting the 
needs of others. Lethargy, selfishness, 
prejudice, intolerance, are mental and emo- 
tional obstacles. “They can be overcome 
only through better motivating ideas. Books 
and print convey such ideas and ideals. 
Our job as librarians is to get books as 
instruments for peace and enlightenment 
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to men everywhere, to all the people in 
plentiful supply no matter where they live, 

Such work in “raising the standards of 
mankind” may not be glamorous. No 
medals or citations will be awarded us. 
Recognition will be slight. It is a job, 
however, that is necessary and important, 
one that calls for imagination, understand- 
ing, perseverance, knowledge, enthusiasm, 
and fortitude to carry on when the going 
becomes tedious and discouraging. There 
are and always have been such jobs. Mil- 
lions of people perform them every day. 
There is no glamor about feeding, training, 
and educating a family. There is none in 
going to the fields and factories every day 
to produce the necessities of life. There is 
none in being a foot soldier or a merchant 
seaman. Yet without them wars could not 
be won, the work of the world would be 
demoralized, and no sound society could 
exist. 


Presenting New President 
A” OF Us who have had a share in the 


progress of the Association this past 
year have worked hard. Some things have 
been accomplished but much lies ahead. It 
is with both pleasure and regret that I now 
turn the presidential gavel over to Mr. 
Ulveling, pleasure that it goes into such 
competent and deserving hands and regret 
that time has been too short to accomplish 
more than a mere fraction of the things 
envisaged at the beginning of the year. The 
well wishes and support of this year’s ad- 
ministration and of the entire Association, 
we are sure, are with full confidence 
handed on to you and to your administra- 
tion. 





Winners of the Two Citations for Trustees 
Are Mr. Harris and Mrs. Errett 


M. M. Harris 


Juuia GroTHAus 


EWS OF INTEREST to library-minded 

people—and particularly those in 

San Antonio—has been announced. 
M. M. Harris, president of the San An- 
tonio Public Library Board of Trustees, 
has been cited by the American Library 
Association for outstanding trustee services 
rendered the library field. 

Though Thomas Carlyle died before Mr. 
Harris was born, anyone who knows Monte 
Harris would feel that the author had in 
mind such a person as San Antonio’s re- 
cently cited trustee when he wrote: “Pro- 
duce! Produce! Were it but the pitifullest 
infinitesimal fraction of a product, produce 
it in God’s name! ’Tis the utmost thou 
hast in thee; out with it, then. Up, up! 
Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it 
with thy whole might. Work while it is 
called today, for the night cometh wherein 
no man can work.” ‘The honor accorded 
Mr. Harris was won by him, not by some 
sudden act or unusual gesture in behalf of 
libraries, but because, by constant, clear- 
sighted work and word, he genuinely con- 


@ Miss Grothaus has been librarian of the San Antonio 
Public Library since 1933; all of her library experience, 
except for a brief period as assistant in the San Antonio 
dispatch office of the A.L.A. war service, has been at 
the San Antonio library. In 1925-26 she was secretary 
to the Texas Library Association and from 1940-41 its 
president. 


Mr. Harris. 


cerns himself with all that bespeaks 
improved library use and services. Unceas- 
ingly he “produces,” and the “infinitesimal 
fractions” over a long period of years “pro- 
duced with all his might” in the interest of 
local, state, and national library develop- 
ment, add up to the prized citation. 

Reared in a cultured Boston home, con- 
scious of the values of the better things of 
life, he naturally and readily formed the 
beneficial habit of using his public library. 
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This background developed and crystallized 
in him an urge to assist his fellow-man to 
better ways of living, and after graduation 
from Boston University, we find young 
Harris in Texas, a strongly civic-minded 
citizen whose efforts were accomplishing 
such benefits as developing a reform school 
into a state juvenile training school and 
kindred social betterments. 


Beginning of His Endeavors 


R. Harris became editor of the San 
Antonio Express and Evening News 
in 1918, and soon San Antonians were to 
recognize the fact that, since one of his 
great concerns in life was the public li- 
brary, the city’s library system was fore- 
ordained to extensive development and 
expansion. Local library history records 
that for more than twenty-five years, and 
while Monte Harris was concerned and 
connected with the San Antonio Public Li- 
brary, the institution grew, in the first ten- 
year period, from a 56,000-volume library 
with a $19,000 budget to a library of 86,000 
volumes, supported by a budget of $98,000. 
During that time services were developed 
and a “lone library” found itself a “system 
with five branches and numerous stations.” 
To produce so much in comparatively so 
short a period of time could only be be- 
cause the leader, President of the Library 
Board Harris, worked “while it was day,” 
not only as pfesident of the board but as 
editor, by spreading information and clari- 
fying the need of our library and by en- 
couraging reflection and concern for library 
improvement by thoughtful citizens. 
The next decade and the years to date, 
still under his leadership, not only brought 
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the library through the strenuous times of 
the depression but revealed it as an insti- 
tution of deserving and recognized value in 
the community. 


San Antonio’s Library Now 


N THE DATE of Mr. Harris’ citation, 

local records reveal that San Antonio 
boasts of a system with eight branches and 
city-wide bookmobile extension service—all 
supplemented by a city-sponsored county- 
wide bookmobile service since 1936—and 
with a registered readership of 54,417. 

Nor has Mr. Harris neglected to inform 
or to influence Texans for greater support 
for more and better libraries in his adopted 
state. His word, spoken or written, is 
everywhere in evidence. State publications, 
intended to carry the cause of library im- 
provement, have published his plea effec- 
tively ; we find a people’s library movement 
supported by his word and pen; and we 
note library recognition aroused by ad- 
dresses untiringly delivered by Mr. Harris. 

It comes as no surprise when one picks 
up the San Antonio morning paper and finds 
Mr. Harris extoling the great benefit to 
mankind made by the donation of a gener- 
ous citizen to one of our nation’s great 
universities, or an editorial in which Mr. 
Harris supports or stresses the message or 
plea of an earnest President of the Ameri- 
can Library Association. 

No, “the night will not come’ before 
Mr. Harris—while he lives and breathes— 
will find time and energy to influence the 
cause of libraries in city, state, or nation; 
and national recognition of this sincere and 
fruitful devotion is highly cherished by his 
friends, librarians, and fellow-trustees. 


No August Bulletin 


No Avcust 1ssuE of the 4.L.A. Bulletin is scheduled. The next news issue will be 
published in September. 





The Citations for Trustees Were Awarded on 


June 22 at a Meeting in Chicago 


Mrs. Albert W. Errett 


ELIZABETH CURRY 


N RECOGNITION of her years of faithful 
service to the Public Library, Ke- 
wanee, IIl., and of her untiring leader- 

ship in promoting library development in 
the state and nation, the citation of merit 
has been awarded to Lucy Wilson Errett. 

An Iowan by birth, Mrs. Errett has 
lived the past thirty-five years in Kewanee, 
serving one year as librarian, twenty-eight 
years as a member of the board of directors, 
and the last fourteen years as president of 
the board. A graduate of the University 
of Illinois Library School, Mrs. Errett, 
through -her professional library training 
and experience, has brought to library prob- 
lems—local, state, and national—a rare 
combination of professional and lay under- 
standing. 

Her interest in library promotion has 
been sustained and foresighted. Having 
been a member of the Trustees Division of 
the American Library Association and hav- 
ing studied the developments of this or- 
ganization throughout the years, Mrs. 
Errett has ably brought the results of her 


@ Miss Curry attended Rockford College, Carthage 
Collegiate Institute, and the University of Illinois 
Library School. After several years’ experience as a 
secretary, she had positions in the Extension Division 
of the Illinois State Library and since 1930 has 
been librarian of the Kewanee Public Library. From 
1932 to 1934 she served as secretary of the Illinois 
Library Association. 


Mrs. ERrRETT 


contacts and investigations to her state as- 
sociation and local libraries. 

The records of the Illinois Library As- 
sociation show her active interest in the 
association over a period of years as a mem- 
ber of various committees, among them 
legislative and planning board. At present, 
Mrs. Errett is serving on the I.L.A. 
Executive Board as member-at-large. 
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Mrs. Errett has, during the years, been 
outstanding in her efforts in behalf of im- 
proved library service for the state of Illi- 
nois and of legislation toward that end and 
has actively supported campaigns for estab- 
lishing state aid for libraries. It was dur- 
ing her administration as president of the 
I.L.A. that the groundwork was laid for a 
33 per cent increase in the maximum tax 
rate for public libraries, which was soon 
thereafter approved by the legislature. 

Mrs. Errett also was active in organizing 
the Trustees’ Section of I.L.A. on a perma- 
nent basis and has put forth every effort 
toward keeping the group a live and work- 
ing force. 


Compiling Materials 


RGANIZATION of work and material is, 

with Mrs. Errett, a special medium 
of assistance. She has compiled records and 
formulated a history of the trustees’ sec- 
tion and its officers. At present she is 
working on a manual of procedure for the 
Executive Board of I.L.A. which will be 
an inestimable help and timesaver to future 
boards and committees. She also has com- 
piled a record of the minutes of the board 
meetings of the Kewanee Public Library 
from their beginnings in 1875 to the pres- 
ent time, thus furnishing a history of the 
library and a guide in forming policies for 
its future growth. 

Mrs. Errett, through her many years of 
membership in the I.L.A., has become such 
a continuing force that newer and older 
members of the association alike turn to 
her for counsel. Gracious, enthusiastic, 
friendly, and wholesomely vigorous, she has 
been an outstanding, inspiring, and helpful 
trustee. 

She is particularly the friend of small 
libraries and has worked unremittingly for 
larger units of service. To her, credit is 
due for the organization of the first county 
group in Illinois. She served as the first 
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president of the Henry County Library As. 
sociation, which was organized in 1937, and 
was active in its work until this group was 
suspended for the duration of gbe war. 
Mrs. Errett has been a leader throughout 
the county, sharing freely her constructive 
outlook and broad knowledge of library 
affairs. She has been helpful in advising 
the discussion of books dealing with prac- 
tical library problems, such as trustee re- 
sponsibilities, current library laws, taxation, 
and budgeting, and through these efforts 
has brought about friendly cooperation, in- 
terlibrary loans, and some attempts at co- 
operative buying. 

Active in local club and community work, 
she has served as president of the Woman’s 
Club, as a member of the “Y” Community 
Woman’s Board, as a director of the Com- 
munity Chest, and as a member of the Red 
Cross board. 

Interested in coordinating the library’s 
activities with the community’s social and 
educational program, Mrs. Errett has had 
the welfare of the library constantly in 
mind and has kept the public informed as 
to the library’s needs. ‘Through: her un- 
derstanding of the laws pertaining to the 
smaller libraries, especially those pertaining 
to taxes, Mrs. Errett has obtained for the 
local library all the amounts due it. 
Through her interest and tireless efforts to 
increase the usefulness of the public library, 
wise and liberal policies have been formed. 
She has an understanding of technical prob- 
lems and a saneness of vision as to methods 
for the library’s future welfare. 

From her splendid and varied experience 
Mrs. Errett brings to the trustees’ meet- 
ings worth-while suggestions and leadership, 
and to the librarian, inspiration, intelligent 
counsel, and help. The trustees and staff of 
the Kewanee Public Library are justly 
proud of the recognition given Mrs. Errett 
for her useful and constructive library 
service. 





This Year's Winners of the 
Newbery and Caldecott Awards 


The Medal Winners 


FRANCES CLARKE SAYERS 


OBERT LAWSON is one of those per- 
R sons gifted by the gods, for he 
moves between the two worlds of 
writing and drawing with equal ease. 
There are many artist-authors and author- 
artists, but Robert Lawson is the first to 
win both the Caldecott Medal and the 
Newbery Medal, one for the skill and 
strength of his drawing, the other for the 
power of his prose. . 
However, the gift for line and the ability 
to write would amount to nothing were 
they not informed by something else: 
imagination, humor, and, in Rabbit Hill, 
a fresh and original revelation of some of 
the great felicities of life. Rabbit Hill is 
the crowning achievement of Robert Law- 
son’s work, for in both illustration and 
story it strikes deeper than anything else he 
has done and has called forth immediate 
response from children of all ages who 
sense what is universal in it—love of one’s 
home, the mysterious sharing of life be- 
tween animals and humans, and wise phi- 


(Mrs. Frances Crarxe Sayers has been superintend- 
ent of work with children for the New York Public Li- 
brary since 1941. From 1926 to 1932 she was con- 
nected with the adult education services of the A.L.A. 
and from 1934 to 1940 she was a lecturer in library 
work with children at the University of California. 
She attended the University of Texas and the Car- 
negie Library School of the Carnegie Institute of 
Technology. She has written three children’s books: 
Blue Bonnets for Lucinda; Mr. Tidy Paws, and 
Tag-along Tooloo. 


Courtesy Viking Press 


From Rabbit Hill 


losophy of human relationships. Rabbit 
Hill will endure, longer-lived than Ferdi- 
nand or even than the sly humor enlivening 
old Dr. Franklin in Ben and Me. 

Robert Lawson was born in New York 
City but spent his boyhood in Montclair, 
N.J. “I did not, as a child, have any 
particular interest in drawing and did none 
until my last year in high school, when it 
was pointed out to me that I must prepare 
to do something in the world,” he wrote in 
the Horn Book in 1941, when he was 
awarded the Caldecott Medal for his book 
They Were Strong and Good. 

“After high school I entered the New 
York School of Fine and Applied Art in 
1911, studying there for three years under 
Howard Giles and Ray Sloan Bredin. 
Emerging from art school in 1914, I spent 
three years in Greenwich Village doing odd 
scraps of illustration and designing scenery 
for the Washington Square Players. There 
I worked with Robert E. Jones, Lee Simon- 
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Courtesy Macmillan 


From A Prayer for a Child 


son, and Joseph B. Platt and began to con- 
sider a career as a great scenic artist, but 
the [First World] War put a stop to 


that.” 

After serving for over a year in the 
camouflage section of the Engineers, Robert 
Lawson returned to New York and em- 
barked upon a career of magazine illustra- 
tion. It was due to May Massee that he 
became an illustrator of children’s books. 
How much we owe to her genius for match- 
ing an artist’s talent with a writer’s words! 
She remembered the character of Robert 
Lawson’s line as she had seen it in the old 
Delineator and sought him out as the illus- 
trator for Arthur Mason’s Wee Men of 
Ballywooden. "That was in the 1920's. 
A long list of books illustrated by Robert 
Lawson has come from his pen since that 
day. None has been more deserving of a 
medal than Rabbit Hill, which sings the 
praise of the Connecticut countryside in 
clear prose and ‘confirms the language in 
pictures so full of air and light and the 


stretch of small hills under the first assault 
of spring that a shout of recognition goes 
up at sight of them. Connecticut! Yes, 
Connecticut or any homeland loved and 
richly shared. 


The Caldecott Award 


HE WINNER of the Caldecott Medal 

for the year 1944 is Elizabeth Orton 
Jones, of Highland Park, Ill. She is an- 
other artist-author who turns from one 
medium to another, using two languages— 
pictures and prose—by which to reveal 
what she wants to communicate to children. 
She studied at the Art Institute of Chicago, 
after being graduated from the University 
of Chicago, and this schooling was fol- 
lowed by study at Ecole des Beaux Arts at 
Fontainebleau. 

Elizabeth Orton Jones works in many 
mediums: water colors, etchings, and mural 
painting, but, on her own admission, it is 
in the making of books that she finds the 
greatest enjoyment. She has written and 
illustrated four books, The Ragman of 
Paris, David, Maminka’s Children, and 
Twig, and has illustrated many others. 
Her illustrations for Small Rain attracted 
considerable attention when they were pub- 
lished, and the book was one of the close 
contestants for the award last year. 

This year the Caldecott award is hers 
for her illustrations in color for Rachel 
Field’s poem Prayer for a Child. The ap- 
peal of her drawing lies in a softness of 
line which catches something of the wist- 
fulness and tenderness that assail one who 
watches children unobserved. She man- 
ages to convey the pathos of a child ob- 
served by adults. It is this quality that 
gives her pictures of children such appeal 
for many people. It is a style admirably 
suited to the interpretation of Rachel 
Field’s childlike prayer. 





Federal Relations News 


PAUL Howarp? 


Office Committee of the House has 

been engaged in a study of postal 
rates. It has adopted the principle that 
each classification of mail should pay its 
own way. This means that eventually all 
postal rates will be subject to scrutiny and 
perhaps to revision. The first two of these 
revisions are embodied in House Resolu- 
tions 3235 and 3238, on which hearings 
were held May 17 and again on May 24 
and 25. One of these resolutions proposes 
to revise the book rates and the other, the 
rates on catalogs. House Resolution 3235 
establishes schedules for books ranging from 
five cents per pound in the first postal zone 
to twelve cents per pound in the fifth zone 
for the first pound and for one to five cents 
per pound for additional pounds. How- 
ever, the rate on books when sent by public 
libraries, organizations, or associations not 
organized for profit is much cheaper, rang- 
ing from three to five cents per pound for 
the first pound and from seven-tenths to 
three and one-half cents per pound for each 
additional pound. 

Mailing costs on books mailed by libraries 
under the proposed bill would be cheaper 
for distances within the first three zones but 
higher for longer distances. ‘Transporta- 
tion costs on books bought by libraries 
would undoubtedly be higher and would 
have the effect of reducing the book budget, 
in many cases, since it is likely that trans- 
portation costs would be added to the net 
cost. 


Bo Post. For six months the Post 


1A note about Mr. Howard appeared on page 18 
of the January A.L.A. Bulletin. 


The Book Post Committee, the Federal 
Relations Committee, and A.L.A. Head- 
quarters have been engaged in gathering data 
showing the effect of this change in rates 
upon library economy and were to present 
the findings before the Post Office Com- 
mittee on June 12. 

Surplus Property. All librarians will be 
interested in Regulation 2 of the Surplus 
Property Board which became effective on 
May 25. This regulation deals with priori- 
ties of government agencies and state or 
local governments in the purchase of sur- 
plus properties. It provides a priority of 
eighteen days for agencies of the federal 
government to be followed by twelve days 
for state or local governments when these 
units have filed statement of needs. 

State and local governments should file 
their statement of needs upon Form SPB-7, 
which may be obtained from the regional 
offices of the United States Department of 
Commerce, Office of Surplus Property, 
whose addresses are given at the end of 
this article. Each statement of needs is 
good for six months and may be amended 
from time to time by filing substitute state- 
ments each of which shall expire six months 
later. The first priority period for state 
and local governments was from June 19 
to June 30 inclusive. 

The Surplus Property Board has re- 
quested the Federal Security Agency 
through the U.S. Office of Education to 
collect information on educational needs 
and to submit to the board a program for 
the disposal of educational property to 
eligible educational institutions, including 
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libraries. This program is now under con- 
sideration and regulations will shortly 
appear establishing specific purchasing pref- 
erences for educational institutions, includ- 
ing libraries. At that time libraries will 
probably find it to their advantage to ob- 
tain surplus property through the program 
established rather than through the chan- 
nels set up under Regulation 2. 

Library Legislation. Any tax-supported 
library may apply to the Federal Works 
Agency for an advance of funds for plan 
preparation for any public work that it is 
authorized to construct and that it expects 
to construct within three years after the 
war. Such funds are available without 
interest but must be refunded to the federal 
government if and when funds for the 
actual construction are made available. 
They would be within the limits normally 
set aside for planning expenses. 

The regulations provide that where an 
over-all planning agency exists either on 
the local or state level, projects should con- 
form to the over-all plan. As far as the 
F.W.A. is concerned, it is likely that state 
library agencies will be acceptable as over- 


U.S. Department of Commerce, Office 


Boston—Park Square Building, Boston 16, 
Mass. (Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, Rhode Island, Vermont) 

New York City—Office of Surplus Property, 
350 Fifth Ave., 62d Floor, New York 1, N.Y. 
(New Jersey, New York) 

Washington—1126 21st St. N.W., Washington 
25, D.C. (District of Columbia, Delaware, Mary- 
land, Pennsylvania, Virginia) 

Cincinnati—Commercial Arts Building, Cin- 
cinnati 2, Ohio (Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio, West 
Virginia) 

Atlanta—Belle Isle Building, 20 Houston St., 
Atlanta 3, Ga. (Alabama, Florida, Georgia, 
Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Tennessee) ° 

Fort Worth—6o9 Neil P. Anderson Building, 


all planning bodies in the library field if 
this is one of their official functions or if 
they are so designated by their state gover- 
nors. Where no over-all planning agencies 
exist, such approval is not necessary. 

Libraries may ask to be placed on the 
mailing list to receive news releases from 
the Information Division, Federal Works 
Agency, Washington 25, D.C. Requests 
for application blanks should be addressed 
to the Division Engineer, Bureau of Com- 
munity Facilities, Federal Works Agency, 
at the following addresses. 


ror Park Ave. 
New York 17, N.Y. 


Lemon Building 
Washington 25, D.C. 


20 Fifth St., N.W. 
Atlanta, Ga. 


1506 Civic Opera Building 
20 N. Wacker Drive 
Chicago 6, IIl. 


City Hall and County Courthouse 
St. Paul 2, Minn. 


710 Electric Building 
Fort Worth 2, Tex. 


2223 Fulton St. 
Berkeley 1, Calif. 


Room 511, 618 Second Ave. 
Seattle 4, Wash. 


of Surplus Property, Regional Offices 


Fort Worth 2, Tex. (Arkansas, Louisiana, Okla- 
homa, Texas) 

Chicago—Room 300, 209 S. LaSalle St., Chi- 
cago 4, Ill. (Illinois, Michigan, Minnesota, 
North Dakota, South Dakota, Wisconsin) 

Kansas City—2605 Walnut St., Kansas City 
2, Mo. (Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska) 

Denver—y7th Floor, Exchange Building, 1030 
15th St., Denver 2, Colo. (Colorado, New Mexi- 
co, Utah, Wyoming) 

San Francisco—30 Van Ness Ave., San Fran- 
cisco 2, Calif. (Arizona, California, Nevada) 

Seattle—z005 Fifth Ave., Seattle 1, Wash. 
(Idaho, Montana, Oregon, Washington) 

Territories and possessions—Department of 
the Interior, Washington 25, D.C. 
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Let's Finish the Campaign 


ORE STATES have gone over the 
M top—Arkansas, Iowa, North Da- 

kota, and Utah, and the territory 
of Puerto Rico—as well as Louisiana and 
Washington which were noted in the June 
Bulletin. Georgia, Michigan, Oregon, and 
Vermont are approaching their goals. 

Several states were delayed in initiating 
the campaign, and figures from them are 
still very incomplete. In others, the drive 
is moving toward a close. Because of this 
uneven schedule, present figures are still 
not indicative of final results. 

The total pledged or collected in the 
library field up to June 19 was $48,331. 
Early returns from the book trade and 
supply houses amount to $7810. Both 
figures however, incom- 
plete. 

Appreciation is due to many people; for 
example, to the state directors who con- 
tributed enthusiasm, hard work, and in- 
genuity; to the local and district directors 
who worked intensively in their own areas; 
to the state library agencies that mailed 
out campaign literature with their own 
material or generously gave space in their 
bulletins; to individuals who paid for 
special state letterheads; and to all those 
who contributed to an investment for the 
future. 

A serviceman writes, “Here’s to four 
years of activity. I wish you lots of luck 
in this necessary undertaking. Enclosed is 
check for five dollars.” A branch librarian 
sends a check with the comment, “This 
small and tardy but hard-earned remittance 
is sent with the hope that it may be spent 
with prudence and probity far out of pro- 


are, obviously 


portion to its size. Then we can all hope 
for final results for the professional field 
to be somehow proportionate to its needs.” 
The New York Library Association appro- 
priates five hundred dollars. The North 
Carolina Negro Library Association sends 
contributions amounting to over five hun- 
dred dollars. A college librarian pledges 
twenty-five dollars with the comment, “I 
am enthusiastic over the idea of a Wash- 
ington representative and the plan to make 
available surplus property material.” One 
director secured one hundred dollars each 
from the local newspaper editor, the banker, 
and a department store, and five dollars from 
the governor. 

The need of an A.L.A. representative 
in Washington, and a supporting program 
of publicity, is becoming greater. More 
and more matters of concern to libraries 
are coming up, such as the recent proposal 
to increase book post rates, which made it 
urgent that the A.L.A. present the effect 
of such an increase on libraries to the 
House Committee on Post Offices and Post 
Roads. - Document distribution is a hardy 
Bills for extension of social se- 


perennial. 
curity are pending. Are librarians to be 


included or excluded? Surplus property 
regulations can be favorable or unfavorable 
to libraries. It is important that officials 
take library needs into account. 

President Vitz and the Campaign Com- 
mittee, therefore, urge the campaign 
workers, the members of the A.L.A., 
trustees; and friends of libraries, to finish 
the job they have begun, in some states 
perhaps next fall, and to bring the cam- 
paign to a successful conclusion. 





Activities of Libraries and Library Associations Gleaned 


from Letters, Reports, and Bulletins 


What They re Doing 


HE ENTIRE third floor of the 
Aguilar Branch of the New York 
Public Library has been turned 

over to the young people of Harlem for 
their use as a neighborhood recreation spot. 
Before the clubhouse, called the Aguilar 
Lounge, had been opened, over one hundred 
of the boys and girls between fourteen and 
seventeen years of age had taken out mem- 
bership cards. A member of the library 
staff and a young worker from the United 
Neighborhood Houses of New York will 
serve as hostesses at the club meeting three 
nights weekly, but the plans for their activi- 
ties will come from the children themselves. 
The children selected the books for the 
shelves: popular novels, detective stories, 
westerns, war books, joke and quiz books, 
and magazines on the movies, radio, boxing, 
band leaders, and other unusual library 
fare. The librarian, Mrs. Helen Benson 
Matthews, says that if the noise of the 
lounge reaches down to the reading rooms 
below she will believe it is a success. 


Publicity Institute 


The Montclair Free Public Library and 
the Montclair Times sponsored a publicity 
institute in May for the discussion of news- 
paper and other publicity for local organi- 
zations, in an effort to improve the writing 
and efficiency of routines for club and other 
reporting in the community. The publicity 
institute devoted five half-days to the study 
of objectives, outlets, subjects, requirements, 
physical preparation of copy, and the 
writing of publicity. The attendance was 


limited and included only persons proposed 
by some organization in the community, 


German Textbooks from Teachers College 


The Teachers College Library of Co- 
lumbia University supplied nearly five hun- 
dred textbooks for study and filming by 
Washington educators who planned the 
reprintings in Aachen for German youth. 
From the five hundred supplied, the’ educa- 
tors selected the titles to be printed. They 
are also working on Japanese textbooks, 


Recruiting Folder 


The North Carolina College for Ne- 
groes School of Library Science has issued 
an attractive booklet to use in recruiting, 
called “Your Future? Librarianship.” The 
ten-page booklet is illustrated with photo- 
graphs of librarians engaged in various types 
of library work and of some of the build- 
ings used at the college by the library 
school students. 


Facilitating Expression of Public Opinion 
The Muncie, Ind., Public Library has 


inaugurated a service which will facilitate 
the sending of public opinion to govern- 
ment representatives. This experimental 
activity has been instituted because a 
canvass of Muncie’s residents revealed that 
many of them would have expressed their 
opinion on public questions in the past if 
they had known the names of their repre- 
sentatives or if they had known proper 
methods of addressing their representatives. 
The main library supplies envelopes and 
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letterheads already addressed to the district 
representatives, to the state’s two senators, 
and to the President. ‘The library also 
sells stamps and mails the letter if requested 
to do so. A large bulletin board displays 


sample copies of the letterheads, a sugges- 
tion that it might be desirable to indicate 
in the letter that no reply is necessary, a list 
of public questions before Congress, and 
an invitation to the patrons to consult the 
library for reading references. 


Books for RI. Servicemen 


From May 1942 to April 1945 the Rhode 
Island State Library’s Book Pool for the 
Fighting Services has answered 5800 over- 
seas requests for books, besides supplying 
many books to men stationed in Rhode 
Island. According to Grace M. Sherwood, 
state librarian, the Book Pool for the Fight- 
ing Services has collected both books and 
money for books and has been very success- 
ful in supplying the needs and requests of 
servicemen, both while they are stationed 
in Rhode Island and after they have been 
sent to posts throughout the world. 


Storytelling for Breakfast in Mexico 


Elizabeth Culbert, of the staff of the 
Biblioteca Benjamin Franklin in Mexico 
City, was recently invited to the Escuela 
Republica de Uruguay on the edge of the 
city. In her report on the visit, Miss Cul- 
bert said: 


The arrangements were made for me to 
be there at 8:30 to tell stories to the group 
of boys and girls who receive free breakfasts 
each day in the school building. When I 
arrived a little late (as we had some trouble 
with the bus which needed a good deal of 
looking into) the children were waiting for 
me. Some of them met me at the terminal 
and escorted me to the schoolhouse about 
three blocks away. We accumulated “listen- 
ers” as we went along the street. Boys and 
girls left their play and tagged along as word 
spread that there was to be a story hour. At 
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the schoolhouse I found 250 children of as- 
sorted ages sitting on long benches quietly 
waiting. They had finished their breakfast, 
though many were still nibbling rolls, and 
they were ready for stories. . 

I told The Selfish Giant by Oscar Wilde. 
All 250 children sat as still as mice until the 
end of the story. There was a silence, a long 
breath, and then applause! I showed them 
four of the translated picture books. Perez 
and Martina with its big splashy pictures in 
bright colors was enjoyed by everyone to the 
very back of the room. 

I was presented with a ramo de flores pre- 
pared by the children and was accompanied to 
my bus by a large group all calling “hasta 
pronto.” 


Timely Municipal Topics 


A two-page mimeographed monthly is 
being issued by the City Library of Wichita, 
Kan., directing attention to pamphlets, re- 
ports, and articles in current journals on 
municipal subjects. The city manager says 
that this publication of Timely Municipal 
Topics is helpful to municipal administra- 
tive officials. 


On Studying about the San Francisco 
Conference 


The Adult Education Committee of the 
Ohio Library Association prepared a mim- 
eographed sheet of suggestions for consid- 
eration before the San Francisco Conference. 
The suggestions included six specific activi- 
ties in which libraries might engage, a list 
of readings, and a list of suggested sources 
for materials. The suggestions were keyed 
to all types of libraries and were listed as 
possibilities only, with a suggestion that in 
many places it would undoubtedly be neces- 
sary to adapt or modify them. 


Materials for San Francisco Conference 


To aid citizens in thinking about our 
foreign policies and to emphasize the 
United Nations Conference, the San Fran- 
cisco Public Library assembled a_ vast 
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amount of material relating to a general 
international organization and to many 
allied subjects, among them official state- 
ments on American foreign policies, the 
significance of the present world struggle, 
immediate postwar problems, international 
law of the future, and territorial problems. 
United Nations Conference on Inter- 
national Organization is the title of the 
April issue of the San Francisco Public 
Library Monthly Bulletin, which listed some 
of the more important items. 


Meet the Family Week 


Pasadena schools, libraries, and all civic 
and social agencies serving families partici- 
pated in a Meet the Family Week the sec- 
ond week in May. All of the meetings, 
except the Sunday one, were held in the 
evenings in the public library lecture hall 
where displays on the theme of the evening 
brightened the room. The displays were 
prepared by all of the agencies sponsoring 
the week. The approach to the subject 
was to stress the wholesome factors in the 
family and community living rather than 
the delinquencies. Days were devoted to: 
Meet the Family at Church 
The Veteran Meets His Family 
Meet the Family Budget 
Meet the Family at Play 
Meet the Family as Citizens 
Meet the Family of the Future 


Detroit Family Life Institute 


In March a Marriage and Family Life 
Institute was sponsored by several Detroit 
agencies, including the Detroit Public Li- 
brary. ‘The institute lasted six days and 
had a daily attendance averaging eighteen 
hundred. Outstanding speakers lectured on 
stresses borne by the family of today, prob- 
lems of wartime living faced by young people 
and adults, special problems of service men’s 
wives and fiancees and of veterans, as well 
as on the fundamental problems of marriage 


and family life. The public library prepared 
several book lists for distribution at the in- 
stitute: a list for the use of leaders and coun- 
selors, a list on parents and children, a list of 
books for young people, and a list on mar- 
riage and family life. 


For Readers Who Listen 
The Cleveland Public Library has issued 


a list of selected radio programs of special 
interest to shut-ins, called “For Readers 
Who Listen,” and also a chart listing the 
programs at their proper times. 


A Small College and the Peace 


In connection with a program on prob- 
lems connected with building the peace, 
Joseph N. Whitten, Bethany, W.Va., Col- 
lege Library, reports “We took mechanical 
drawing tables, making the large flat side 
vertical. Several of these made excellent 
poster space and they could be placed to ad- 
vantage. Clippings, posters, and maps of 
countries, flags, personalities, and confer- 
ence reports were posted.” 


Cataloging in California 


Ninety-two replies to a questionnaire sent 
to 175 libraries of all types in California and 
elsewhere by the Los Angeles Regional 
Group of Catalogers elicited considerable 
information about cataloging practices. The 
questionnaires were sent out as a result of 
the belief of businessmen-trustees that there 
is waste motion in the present cataloging 
setup. Ten of the libraries type their cards 
for fiction, eight their cards for children’s 
books, and five do not order cards in advance 
of receipt of the book. The average for all 
of the replies to the following points was: 
time spent on cataloging new titles, 60.3 per 
cent; time spent cataloging new titles for 
which printed cards or galleys are not avail- 
able, 33.9 per cent; time spent on new titles 
for which printed cards or galleys are avail- 
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able when books are received, 48.7 per cent; 
titles for which printed cards can be used 
without change in classification, 76 per 
cent; titles for which printed cards can be 
used without change in descriptive catalog- 
ing, 84.2 per cent; and titles for which 
printed cards can be used without change 
in subject entries, 79.1 per cent. “T'wenty- 
five of the libraries reported that card serv- 
ice is satisfactory, 32 that it is not entirely 
satisfactory, and 17 that it is unsatisfactory. 


School Librarians Help Minneapolis 
Pupils Learn about UNCIO 


Tue United Nations Conference at San 
Francisco was not a remote event to the 
children in the Minneapolis schools. As a 
result of a city-wide plan suggested by 
Superintendent Willard E. Goslin, pupils 
of all ages realized that they were really 
living while history was happening. The 
executive committee of the group of teachers 
which worked out the general plan included 
the editor of the School Bulletin, the super- 
visor of counselors, and the supervisor of 
school libraries, Margaret R. Greer. School 
librarians throughout the city helped with 
bibliographies of books, articles, films, radio 
programs, and lists of organizations publish- 
ing material about the conference. These 
were printed in special weekly issues of the 
School Bulletin, as were many descriptions 
of auditorium and classroom activities featur- 
ing the conference. All secondary school 
libraries had special exhibits during the en- 
tire period. 


Newark School Librarians 


Instead of holding regular meetings the 
Newark School Librarians’ Association has 
cooperated with other organizations this 
year. With the Newark Art Club, it spon- 
sored a Book Week meeting which presented 
three well-known children’s book illustra- 
tors. With the Committee on Goodwill and 
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Understanding, it sponsored a meeting on 
cooperation among groups. For the latter 


program, the association prepared an an- 
notated reading list called “One, Nation In- 
divisible.” 


Entertaining for Clothes 


To assist the national campaign to collect 
clothing for the needy in war areas, the 
Williamsburgh Branch of the Brooklyn 
Public Library held a magic show by a 
local magician. About 150 children at- 
tended the show and more than 200 con- 
tributions of clothing were made by the 
children of the neighborhood. 


Miscellanies 


“The Joint Responsibility of Labor and 
Management in Bringing about Full Em- 
ployment” was the subject of a public forum 
presented by the United Rubber Workers of 
America, C.I.O. Local 154, in cooperation 
with the Denver Public Library in May. 

The Gary Public Library has issued a 
history of the library from 1907-44 by 
Orpha Maud Peters, who was assistant li- 
brarian at Gary from 1909 to 1943. 

Oakland, Calif., Free Library has issued 
A Study of the Administration of Public 
Library—Public School Relationships, with 
Special Reference to Oakland, California, 
by Peter Thomas Conmy, city librarian. 

The Friends of the Detroit Public Li- 
brary sponsored an exhibition of the works 
of Walt Whitman in May, commemorating 
the ninetieth anniversary of the printing of 
Leaves of Grass. A forty-eight page catalog 
of the exhibition has been printed. 

The directors of the John Crerar Library 
have issued a historical report entitled The 
John Crerar Library 1895-1944, which was 
prepared by J. Christian Bay. Dr. Bay 
has been the John Crerar librarian since 
1928 and had been associated with the li- 
brary in other capacities since 1905. 





Membership Opinion 


WELVE MEMBERS of the A.L.A. 
; responded to the questionnaire on 
the adequacy of A.L.A. services 
published in the April Bulletin. ‘Twenty- 
three members sent in their opinions on 
more cooperation between the A.L.A. and 
local, state, and regional groups. 
Suggested services which members think 
should be added to the A.L.A.’s present ones 
are: a lounge for members at Headquarters, 
more field visits by A.L.A. staff to state and 
regional meetings, a Headquarters repre- 
sentative for college and university libraries, 
a geographic list of members in the Hand- 
book, a refresher course for librarians, 
better promotion for women librarians 
and less for men, and publication of 
the school library statistics. Two re- 
spondents mention services which A.L.A. 
should discontinue. One believes we should 


let up on the emphasis on international 


affairs, and the other thinks we should drop 
the Jury on Citation of Trustees, the Com- 
mittee on Code of Ethics, some activities of 
the Board of Education for Librarianship, 
and the publication of the popular type of 
material like Patrons Are People. Six of 
the twelve replies urged expansion of the 
public relations and personnel services of 
the Association. Other expansions sug- 


The meager returns may mean that 
Association members are not as eager 
to express their opinions about the 
A.L.A.’s activities as earlier reports 
had led the Headquarters staff to be- 
This issue of the 4.L.A. 
Bulletin, therefore, does not have a 
questionnaire. If enough members ex- 
press interest in continuing them, they 
will be resumed in the fall. 


lieve. 


gested were encouraging writing and re- 
search, adult education, attention to the 
small libraries’ problems, membership sery- 
ice to the divisions, and representation of 
the interests of libraries in the field of higher 
education among educational organizations, 

All twenty-three of those replying to the 
questionnaire on cooperation of library or- 
ganizations think that local, state, and re- 
gjonal groups of librarians should be 
affliated with the A.L.A. Twenty would 
like a dues scale worked out so that each 
member could pay one fee to cover all his 
professional memberships but two objected 
to this proposal. Eighteen think the A.L.A. 
should provide funds for more representa- 
tion of its officers and staff at local, state, 
and regional meetings but one does not, and 
one feels that it should be done only “as 
necessity demands.” 

Replies to the fourth question on both 
of the questionnaires about ways of in- 
creasing the Association’s income were: 
Three believe that higher dues would pro- 
duce more income but one specifically said, 
“T do not believe the average librarian will 
pay higher dues; [there has been a] trend 
downward in total number since higher 
dues were required.” Seven believe that 
more members will join the Association as a 
result of local activity, four think we should 
charge for the personnel services, and one 
suggested each of the following: compulsory 
membership for all librarians making over 
$1200, with graduated fees ; reduced dues for 
those who aren’t getting their money’s worth 
would result in an increased income from 
additional memberships; $1 dues for those 
making under $1000; locals pay national 
speakers’ expenses; additional endowments; 
charge for public relations services; better 
publicity, more interesting publications, and 
programs that reach more members. 
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PICKUPS 


N ORDER to keep delegates to the San 

Francisco Conference informed of latest 
developments, the Associated Press and the 
Richmond Independent of Richmond, 
Calif., cooperated with the New York 
Times and its associates in makiag a spe- 
cial edition of the Times available daily. 
This special 2 A.M. edition contained news 
which was particularly pertinent to the 
deliberations in San Francisco. It was 
printed on the presses of the Richmond In- 
dependent and its few pages were trans- 
mitted photographically from New York 
over the Wirephoto facilities of the As- 
sociated Press. 


HE mayor of Rio de Janeiro has author- 
Wai the establishment of twenty public 
libraries throughout the city. They will 
have no reading rooms but will lend books 
for ten days free to anyone who can identify 
himself. 


MONG the many recreational facilities 
being supplied to the soldiers left in 
Europe are hundreds of thousands of books 
and magazines. Every independent unit 
is to have its own library, prepared months 
ago by civilian and soldier library experts. 
Unit libraries have from five hundred to 
one thousand books for every three thou- 
sand men. There are standard collections, 
with the emphasis on fiction and vocational 
reading but with a carefully chosen list of 
nonfiction covering all fields. 


HE Executive Committee of the Joint 
Committee on Books for Devastated 
Libraries sent a communication to Secretary 
of State Stettinius urging that the coming 
peace agreement include provisions for in- 
ternational treaties on copyright and urging 


By the Editor 


that an international conference of repre- 
sentatives of the learned worlds in the 
principal countries be convened at the earli- 
est possible moment. 


EVEREUX C, JOSEPHS, president of the 

Teachers Insurance and Annuity As- 
sociation of America since 1943, has been 
elected president of the Carnegie Corpora- 
tion of New York. He succeeds Walter 
A. Jessup, who died in July 1944, and the 
late Frederick P. Keppel, who retired in 


1941. 


ITIZENS of Dana, Ind., and vicinity 

have founded an organization known 

as the Ernie Pyle Memorial Library. The 

purpose of the organization is to establish, 

erect, and equip, by public contributions, a 

memorial library as a national shrine in honor 
of the late columnist. 


N JUNE the Independent Citizens’ Com- 

mittee of the Arts, Sciences, and Profes- 
sions met in New York City to discuss their 
postwar problems in international security, 
rehabilitation and reconversion, and full 
employment. 


cation has begun to build a permanent 
school administration library, with the idea 
that exchange of ideas and experiences will 
be valuable to school administrators desiring 
to do the same type of work. 


T HE Indiana State Department of Edu- 


N 1939 the Salt Lake County Library 
was organized to serve between fifty and 
sixty thousand people. Since then forty-six 
distributing points have been organized, 
including an exceedingly modern county 
headquarters, six smaller public branches, 
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and the remaining service in schools, com- 
munity houses, boys’ homes, etc.; twenty- 
eight thousand people have been registered ; 
2,432,403 books have been circulated; and 
over 100,000 books have been bought and 
prepared for use. The librarian, Mrs. 
Ruth V. Tyler, says “Our budget is a very 
interesting one to work with, having a per 
capita expenditure averaging between $1.25 
to $1.75 annually. The reason for the 
adequate support is the presence of the 
world’s largest open cut copper mine within 
our taxation boundaries.” 


ARL M. Wuire, director of libraries 
: of Columbia University and dean of 
the School of Library Service, Columbia, is 
in London serving as a consultant to the 
United States representatives at the Inter- 
national Conference of:the Allied Ministers 
of Education. 


HE Joint Committee on Books for 

Devastated Libraries has issued an an- 
nouncement that it is investigating the 
whole problem of sending books to libraries 
in devastated areas and recommends the 
holding of all such publications until it is 
clear that delivery can be made. An Ameri- 
can Book Center of War Devastated Li- 
braries is to be set up with the assistance of 
representatives of various countries and of 
interested organizations, 


HE W. K, Kellogg Foundation of Bat- 
L tle Creek, Mich., in keeping with its 
basic policies, has appointed a group of ad- 
visory committees to consult with its profes- 
sional staff and help appraise and plan 
foundation enterprises. Since one of its 
major areas of interest is library service to 
rural communities, an advisory committee on 
library service was appointed. 

Mrs. Zoe Wright, the librarian of the 


foundation, serves also as the director of the 


library program. Her advisory committee 
consists of: Nora E. Beust, specialist in 
school libraries, Library Service Division, 
U. S. Office of Education, Washington, 
D.C.; Ralph A. Ulveling, librarian, Detroit 
Public Library, and A.L.A. President; Leon 
Carnovsky, associate dean, Graduate Library 
School, University of Chicago, and managing 
editor, The Library Quarterly. 

Although the program has in the past five 
years emphasized rural library service in 
seven of the southwestern counties of Michi- 
gan, projects are being developed which will 
extend the scope of its program. The 
foundation’s basic interest is in bettering 
library services for rural people through the 
application of existing knowledge, with the 
underlying purpose of developing patterns 
which may have state-wide and eventually 
nationwide application. 


HE National Library of Brazil will 
get open a course for librarians. It 
will be available to persons from all parts 
of the country, and fifteen scholarships will 
be offered. It is hoped that this school 
will help to build up well-trained staffs 
for future libraries. 


N May 21, 676 people attended a din- 
() ner at the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel in 
honor of Frederic G. Melcher’s fifty years 
in publishing. Harry M. Lydenberg repre- 
sented librarians and the A.L.A. In dis- 
cussing American librarians, Dr. Lydenberg 
said: 


And one of the proudest banners they march 
under with complete agreement is the one that 
proclaims Fred Melcher as an exponent of so 
many things they envy and applaud, grieving 
only that none of them had sense enough, wit 
enough, imagination enough to think of them 
first. Just see what he’s done with the New- 
bery Medal, the Caldecott Medal, the Bowker 
lectures. ... We all applaud his White 
House Library movement, the Children’s 
Book Week, the Carey-Thomas Award. 





ALA. NEWS 


AL.A. Election Results 


RatpH A. ULVELING, President-Elect for 
1944-45, becomes President for 1945-46 as 
a result of last year’s election. 

The Election Committee reports that the 
following persons have been elected, to take 
ofice July 1, 1945: First Vice President and 
President-Elect, Mary U. Rothrock, Ten- 
nessee Valley Authority, Knoxville; Second 
Vice President, Emerson Greenaway, Enoch 
Pratt Free Library, Baltimore; Treasurer, 
Rudolph H. Gjelsness, University of Michi- 
gan, Ann Arbor. 

The following new members of the Execu- 
tive Board for the term 1945-49 were 
elected: John §. Richards, Public Library, 
Seattle; Errett Weir McDiarmid, Univer- 
sity of Minnesota, Minneapolis. A full list 
of the Executive Board for 1944-45 was pub- 
lished in the 1944 Handbook, page H-18. 
The terms of Lucy E. Fay and Carl M. 
White expire on July 1, 1945. 

The following were elected to the Council 
for the term 1945-49: Charles F. Gosnell, 
Queens College Library, Flushing, N.Y.; 
Helen M. Clark, State Library, Lansing, 
Mich.; R. Russell Munn, Public Library, 
Akron; Mary S. Wilkinson, Enoch Pratt 
Free Library, Baltimore; Jessie Edna Boyd, 
University High School Library, Oakland, 
and School of Librarianship, University of 
California, Berkeley; Anne M. Smith, Ref- 
erence Department, University of British 
Columbia Library, Vancouver; B.C., 
Canada. These new members take office 
to replace those members whose terms expire 
in 1945. A complete list of the Council 
appeared on pages H-20-23 of the Hand- 
book. 

Paul North Rice, Reference Department, 
New York Public Library, New York City, 


was elected to fill the vacancy on the Coun- 
cil caused by the death of Jennie M. Flexner. 
His term expires in 1946. 


Wilson Elected Honorary Member 


Hatsey W. Witson, president of the 
H. W. Wilson Company and long-time 
friend of libraries, has been elected an hon- 
orary member of the American Library 
Association by the Council, after nomina- 
tion by the Executive Board. Mr. Wilson, 
as most librarians know, has always been 
cooperative in the promotion of projects 
which would be of benefit to libraries and 


librarians. His election as an honorary 


Hatsey W. WILSon 


member places him on a short list of dis- 
tinguished friends of the library world: 
since its founding the A.L.A. has conferred 
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honorary membership on only twenty-seven 
persons. The other living honorary mem- 
bers are Ross Collins, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Sprague Coolidge, Herbert Clark Hoover, 
and Herbert Putnam. 


Personnel Administration 


Tue Boarp on Personnel Administra- 
tion met on May 12 at Headquarters to pre- 
pare the final draft of the statement of 
principles of tenure. The board, and 
Arnold H. Trotier, chairman of the Com- 
mittee to Review Report on Personnel and 
Placement Service, also met with Nathan R. 
Levin, surveyor of the Personnel Office, to 
discuss the office’s placement and personnel 
work. 

After careful and lengthy discussion of 
various aspects of placement and personnel 
services, the board voted to reaffirm, with 
special emphasis on the first item, its earlier 
opinion, as expressed to the Executive Board, 
on the order of ranking of the importance to 
the profession of the Personnel Office’s four 
major activities. 

The order of ranking is: (1) work of the 
Board on Personnel Administration and its 
subcommittees, and with committees in the 
personnel field, namely, the preparation 
and publicizing of the materials needed for 
adequate personnel administration in li- 
braries; (2) personnel information and 
advisory service; (3) placement service; 
(4) maintenance of information file about 
members of the profession. 


Representative 

Heten Hacavn, librarian, Coker Col- 
lege Library, Hartsville, $.C., represented 
the A.L.A. at the inauguration of the col- 
lege’s new president. 


A.L.A. Chapter in Akron 


AT A MEETING of forty-five Summit 
County, Ohio, librarians, the group decided 


to form an organization which could be- 
come a local chapter of the A.L.A. Amy 
Winslow, a member of the A.L.A. Execu- 
tive Board and provisional president of 
A.L.A.’s new Public Library Division, 
spoke to the group about the A.L.A. and 
its activities. The officers of the new organ- 
ization are R. Russell Munn, president, 
Dorothy Hamlen, vice president, and Phyllis 
Hamilton, secretary-treasurer. 


International Representatives 


THE Executive Boarp has elected 
Keyes D. Metcalf, chairman of the Inter- 
national Relations Board, as the A.L.A.’s 
official representative on the International 
Library Committee of the International 
Federation of Library Associations for a 
five-year term, and William Warner Bishop, 
formerly the A.L.A.’s representative, was 
elected representative emeritus for life. 


Staff Activities 


In May Julia Wright Merrill attended 
a meeting, at Gatlinburg, of Tennessee 
Valley state library extension workers called 
by the Tennessee Valley Library Council, 
at which postwar planning and building 
surveys were discussed and plans for small 
branches and for county library headquar- 
ters were presented by T.V.A. architects. 

Anita M. Hostetter spoke at a meeting 
of the Library Club of Cleveland and Vi- 
cinity and visited the Western Reserve Uni- 
versity School of Library Science on May 
17 and 18. 

Helen E. Kinsey attended the Newbery 
dinner in New York on June 9 and visited 
children’s editors and publishers for a few 
days. 


Library Recruiting 
THE DEPARTMENT of Library Educa- 
tion and Personnel distributed over 3200 
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sample copies of its new recruiting folder 
Books and People; a Career in Library 
Service, to librarians and to school, college, 
and university school counselors. Within 


two weeks the orders received were so large. 


that a new printing was necessary. 


Rockefeller Grant 

THE ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION has 
made a grant of $4150 to the A.L.A. to be 
used toward the final expenses of the Union 
Cataloging Project in Mexico, D.F., dur- 
ing the year beginning July 1. This sup- 
plements previous grants for the same 
purpose. 


Endowment Fund Trustee 


Joun F. UTT, a vice president of the City 
National Bank, Chicago, has been unani- 
mously re-elected to serve a three-year term 
as a trustee of the A.L.A. Endowment Funds 
by the Executive Board. 


Y.P.R.R.T. Nominations 


THE Nominating Committee of the 
Young People’s Reading Round Table, Di- 
vision of Libraries for Children and Young 
People, submits the following nominations 
for 1945-46: 

For chairman, Amelia H. Munson, New 
York Public Library, New York City 
For secretary-treasurer, Dorothy Hagberg, 

Public Library, Detroit 

If no other nominations are submitted, 
this report will be accepted and the no- 
minees declared elected. 


Mr. Milam in San Francisco 

THOUGH the A.L.A. was not designated 
as one of the forty-two consultants to the 
San Francisco Conference, it was neverthe- 
less represented, as Mr. Milam attended as 
an associate consultant of the American 
Council on Education to the U.S. delega- 
tion. 
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Mr. Milam reports that the charter as 
it comes out of San Francisco will receive 
practically unanimous support of the forty- 
two powerful organizations which were rep- 
resented at the conference. This is with a 
conviction that what is produced will be the 
best it was possible to get agreement on under 
present circumstances. 

In addition to attending the meetings of 
the consultants with the delegates, Mr. 
Milam participated in two general meetings 
devoted to cultural matters. He also met 
with the librarians in San Francisco, Los 
Angeles, Portland, and Seattle, these last two 
en route back to Chicago, and talked with 
them about the San Francisco Conference 


and about the A.L.A. 


A.L.A. Staff Change 


HE EN P. THompson joined the A.L.A. 
staff as membership assistant on April 9. 
Miss Thompson holds a B.A. degree from 
Butler University and a B.S. from Colum- 
bia University School of Library Service. 
She was a branch librarian in the Indian- 
apolis Public Library before going, in 1943, 
to Camp Crowder, Mo., where she was 
librarian of the Service Club Library, 


Meetings in Chicago 
On JUNE 21-23 A.L.A. officers met 
at Headquarters to discuss Association busi- 


On June 23 the officers met with 
officers and members of the Board of 
Directors of the Association of College and 
Reference Libraries. 

On the evening of June 22 a buffet supper 
was held, in the building which is to become 
the A.L.A.’s new Headquarters, at which 
time President Vitz turned the presidential 
gavel over to President Ulveling. In addi- 
tion, the two citations of trustees were pre- 
sented to M. M. Harris and Mrs. Albert 
W. Errett at the supper. (The presidential 
addresses appear on pages 227-32 and the 


ness. 
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articles about Mr. Harris and Mrs. Errett 
on pages 233-36 of this issue.) 

On June 11 and 13 the Committees on 
Relations with Business Groups and on Re- 
lations with Local Library Groups and on 
Membership Participation met at the Drake 
Hotel, Marian C. Manley is chairman of 
both committees. 

On June 19 and 20 the Board of Directors 
and committee chairmen of the American 
Association of School Librarians of the 
A.L.A. Division of Libraries for Children 
and Young People met at the Continental 


Librarian 


UTHER H. Evans’ appointment by 
President Truman as Librarian of 
Congress was announced on June 17. 

As President of the American Library 
Association I have taken such action as 
seemed appropriate to offer the assistance 
of the American Library Association in the 
selection of a successor to Archibald Mac- 
Leish as Librarian of Congress. The first 
letter, which appeared on page 65 of the 
February 4.L.A4. Bulletin, was addressed to 
the late President Roosevelt. After Mr. 
Truman took office as President, a second 
letter, somewhat similar, was sent to him on 
April 27. President Truman replied on 
April 30, expressing appreciation of the 
interest of the American Library Association 
and willingness to receive our nominations. 
Upon receipt of President Truman’s letter 
I wired him on May 5 that our suggestions 
would be ready for presentation in a short 
time. On Monday and Tuesday, May 7 and 
8, I was in Washington. En route to Wash- 
ington I stopped over for conferences with 
several librarians in Chicago and vicinity. 
I also sought advice by long distance 
telephone. Because several New York li- 
brarians I wished to consult were in Wash- 
ington, I did not go to New York. A long 


Hotel. A number of state school library 
supervisors met with the group on June 21. 


Publications on Peace 


Tue Jury 1 Booklist will carry a report 
on the plans of some of the organizations 
represented at the San Francisco Con- 
ference to publish pertinent materials. The 
information was gathered at A.L.A. Head- 
quarters and it is expected that reports 
on publications, both published and in 
process, will appear in a later issue of the 
Booklist. 


of Congress 


afternoon conference was held in Wash- 
ington with thirty or forty local and 
out-of-town librarians. Specific names were 
proposed and discussed. Included were 
names that had been suggested by mail or in 
person since the position became vacant. On 
the basis of all this advice, I recommended 
three persons—Keyes D. Metcalf, Ralph A. 
Ulveling, and Dr. Evans. Dr. Evans has 
been’a member of the A.L.A. since 1938, 
on the staff of the Library of Congress since 
1939, as director of its legislative reference 
service, as chief assistant librarian, and, since 
the appointment of Mr. MacLeish to the 
State Department, as acting librarian. 
Much more world-shaking events than 
the selection of the Librarian of Congress 
were taking place on May 7 and 8 and it 
was impossible to present our recommenda- 
tions in person. I, therefore, made the sug- 
gestions in a letter dated May 8. 
Although it was impossible to secure 
formal action from the Association or any 
of its boards before taking action, I made a 
considerable and, I believe, a fair sampling 
of Association opinion by consulting re- 
sponsible segments of the profession. 


Car Virz, President 
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The 


CLEARING HOUSE 


The Lost is Found 

A BooK bound in boards, with the cover 
title, “Poet Lore Plays—Julie—August 
Strindberg,” has been found in the Mount 
Vernon, N.Y., Public Library. The pub- 
lisher is Richard G. Badger, Boston. The 
material included under this cover title is 
the 1911 summer issue of Poet Lore, vol- 
ume 22, number 3, pages 161-239. 

A library stamp has evidently been cut 
from the top of the first page, from the 
bottom of page 199, and from the bottom 
of the last page. A small portion of the 
stamp shows at the top of the first page 
and appears to read “burn.” ‘The accession 
number 275 is stamped at the bottom of the 
first page which is numbered 161. Any 
library which identifies this book as its 
property should write the Public Library, 
Mount Vernon, N.Y. 


Recommended Books Lists 


THE Councit on Books in Wartime 
has made several changes in its policy con- 
cerning the Recommended Books lists. It 
will now be possible for libraries to buy 
copies of one issue of the subject lists or 
the recommended lists without taking out a 
yearly subscription to either. Orders for 
twenty-five or fifty copies have been elimi- 
‘ nated and the price of individual imprints 
will be 50¢ per order regardless of quantity. 

The sixteenth list of “Recommended War 
Books” compiled by the council includes the 
following titles: 

Up Front by Sgt. Bill Mauldin 

G.I. Nightingale by Captain Theresa Archard 

Keep Your Head Down by Walter Bernstein 

Franklin Delano Roosevelt: A Memorial ed. 
by Donald Porter Geddes 

History in the Writing ed. by Gordon Carroll 

The Best From Yank 


Brief News of 


General Interest 


Solution in Asia by Owen Lattimore 

The Basis of Soviet Strength by George B. 
Cressey 

Home to India by Santha Rama Rau 

The Brick Foxhole by Richard Brooks 

Mission Beyond Darkness by Joseph ‘Bryan 
III 

American Guerrilla by Ira Wolfert 

We Flew Without Guns by Capt. J. Gen 
Genovese 

Robinson Crusoe, USN by Blake Clark 

Guerrilla Wife by Louise Reid Spencer 


Race Relations 

AN EXHIBIT entitled “The Races of 
Mankind” is available from the Board of 
Home Missions of the Congregational and 
Christian Churches, 287 Fourth Ave., 
New York City 10. The exhibit consists 
of fifteen posters 18” by 20” which, when 
displayed together, develop the idea that 
the races have very much in common and 
that differences are only skin-deep. Some 
of the posters are concerned with physical 
characteristics, others with cultural contri- 
butions of the various races. “The posters 
sell for $5 per set and would be suitable 
for routing in a system of libraries with 
several branches. 


French Library Manual 

A NEW EDITION (1944) of Manuel 
Pratique du Bibliothécaire by Léo Crozet, 
originally published in Paris in 1937, has 
been reprinted by Editions Fides, of Mont- 
real. It is a practical manual, in French, 
and covers the whole field of library work. 
Selected bibliographies of French books and 
lists of publishers will be useful to English- 
speaking librarians. 

A bound copy may be purchased for $3 
and a paper-covered one for $2 from Fides, 
3425, rue Saint-Denis, Montreal, Que., 
Canada. 
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Canadian Information 


THE CANADIAN Wartime Information 
Board is the official distribution center in 
the United States for informational ma- 
terials about Canada and Canadian affairs. 
Maps, posters, and pamphlets illustrating 
the country, the people, and the political, 
cultural, and social life, as well as a wide 
selection of photographs, are available free 
in reasonable quantities. The board has 
two offices: 1205 15th St., Washington 5, 
D.C., and 620 Fifth Ave., New York 
City 20. 


Guide to Latin American Periodicals 


Tue Liprary oF Conoress has recently 
published an annotated bibliography of 
some 1600 titles, Latin American Periodi- 
cals Currently Received in the Library of 
Congress and in the Department of Agri- 
culture. It is the eighth to appear in the 
Latin American series being issued by the 
library. The volume may be purchased 
from the Superintendent of Documents, 
U.S.. Government Printing Office, Wash- 
ington 25, D.C., for 45¢. 


SLA. Recruits 


Two LEAFLETS have been issued by the 
Special Libraries Association to aid in re- 
cruiting college students for special library 
work. Entitled Something Special and 
This Might Be You, they are available in 
quantities free upon request to Special Li- 
braries Association, 31 E. Tenth St., New 
York City 3. 


British East Africa 


A kIT of twenty-four posters, 13” by 16”, 
has been offered free by the British Infor- 
mation Services. Depicting the exports, 
history, education, advancement, govern- 
ment, etc., of British East Africa, the post- 
ers are photographically illustrated. 
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Requests for this kit, or to be put on 
the free mailing list for future similar kits, 
should be addressed to British Information 
Services, 30 Rockefeller Plaza, New York 
City 20. 


Business Aids 


Goinc INTO Business, a bibliography 
of practical aids to the small businessman, 
is the theme of the May-June issue of the 
New York Public Library’s Branch Li- 
brary Book News. Special problems pe- 
culiar to small business, basic books on 
general business management, a classified 
list of references on major retail trades in 
service establishments in the New York 
City region, and a classified list of thirty 
trade journals in the field of small business 
are included. 

The list may be purchased for 10¢ from 
the Public Relations Department, New 
York Public Library, 476 Fifth Ave., New 
York City 18. 


International Planning 

ZoNTA INTERNATIONAL informs us that 
a major aspect of their program is the 
stimulation of interest in international ac- 
tivities within their local chapters. It is 
suggested that librarians utilize this interest 
by getting in touch with local Zonta Club 
officials whenever international projects are 
planned. 


New Orleans Library Directory 

TuE New Orleans Library Club has spon- 
sored a directory of Libraries of New Or- 
leans. Yt contains photographs of some of 
the libraries and is divided into various types, 
each of which mentions the staff, gives a 
short history, and names the outstanding 
collections. 

Copies may be purchased for $1 from 
W. D. Postell, librarian, L.S.U. School of 
Medicine, 1542 Tulane Ave., New Orleans 
13. 
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From British Visitor 
10 THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY: 

After the concentrated program you ar- 
ranged for us in Chicago, I thought we should 
inevitably ease off, and that I should have time 
to write to you before we sailed for home. 
But the farther we went the busier we be- 
came. The result was that I could not write 
to you, as I had hoped, from somewhere in 
the states. 

Without your help, not only should we have 
seen only a fraction of what we actually saw, 
but we should not have known even how to 
see that fraction, and so should have seen 
nothing at all—which sounds rather Irish. 

Our visit to the states was a wonderful 
experience, and most profitable, for every- 
where everybody put themselves out to make 
it so. Coming from a country where we try 
to make things last as long as_ possible 
(especially our clothes just now!) you can 
imagine how we enjoyed the professional 
spirit which caused people to apologize for 
buildings, put up as long ago as after the last 
war (!), as too old to have any lessons to 
teach us. 

We certainly learned much and are much 
better prepared to face the problems that 
await us round the very next corner, for the 
war can’t last much longer; the last bomb has 
already fallen, I hope, and we are looking 
forward already to beginning the rehabilitation 
of our library and museum. 

Henry Thomas ‘ 
Keeper of the Printed Books 
British Museum 


A Layman’s Advice on Libraries 


TO THE CITY MANAGER, TROIS RIVIERES, QUE- 
BEC:? 

I am glad to send you under separate cover 
as a two months’ loan from our library a 
very excellent pamphlet entitled Post-War 
Standards for Public Libraries, a publication 


of the American Library Association. I be- 


1This letter was written in reply to a request for 
advice on the advisability of subscribing $10,000 
toward the establishment of a city library. The project 
in Trois Riviéres is sponsored by a number of semi- 
public organizations, clubs, parish priests, etc., who 
are obtaining subscriptions from individuals and groups 
in the city.—Ep1Tor. 


Communications to or 


from A.L.A. Members 


lieve that this is the best and most up-to-date 
publication available on the entire subject of 
public libraries, but of course a great deal 
more detailed information is available on 
special subjects. For example, beginning on 
page 33 you will find reference to several 
books which go into-great detail on the 
administration of public libraries. 

For the last decade or so there has been a 
very noticeable trend in cities in the United 
States toward strengthening cultural activi- 
ties, and considerable emphasis has been put 
on public libraries. Some cities are planning 
new public library buildings as war me- 
morials. If Three Rivers does not have a 
public library it would certainly seem to be 
within reason for the city to contribute 
$10,000 toward this purpose, but only on the 
condition that the library would be under the 
control and direction of the city government. 
Other organizations of various types could 
continue to assist in financing the library and 
perhaps could be represented on an advisory 
board. Here in the states most public librar- 
ies are managed under the direction of a li- 
brary board appointed by the chief executive 
of the city. For more information along this 
line I refer you to pages 34 to 41 of the 
pamphlet that I am sending you. 

I am .also taking the liberty of sending a 
copy of your letter to the American Library 
Association with Headquarters here in this 
city, together with a copy of my reply to 
you, with the hope that they might want to 
write you further in regard to your library 
problem. The A.L.A. staff is familiar with 
the differences between Canada and United 
States and may offer some more specific sug- 
gestions. 

CiarENCE E. Ripwey, Director 
International City Managers’ Association 


Libraries in Wills 


TO THE EDITOR: 

I am compiling a review of wills establish- 
ing or affecting libraries and would appreciate 
receiving copies of such wills together with 
any existing account of the results obtained. 

Wa trter PICKART 
607 Broadway 


Gary, Ind. 
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Wants and Offers 


Notices of wants and offers are accepted 
from institutional members only. Such li- 
braries are allowed fifteen lines of type per 
year free. The next five lines are one dollar; 
each additional five lines thereafter are seventy- 
five cents. 


P. and H. Bliss, Middletown, Conn., wants: 
A.L.A. Bulletin, v. 4, no. 3; v. 5, no. 5. 


State Library and Museum, Harrisburg, 
Pa., Alfred Decker Keator, director, wants: 
Hospital Book Guide, January 1940; Journal 
of Documentary Reproduction, Spring 1938. 


Union College Library, Lincoln 6, Neb., 


Floda V. Smith, librarian, wants: Newsweek 
V. 2, 3, 4. 


Public Library of Cincinnati, Chalmers 
Hadley, librarian, offers for cost of trans- 


portation: Brockhaus Conversations Lexikon, 
1884. 


Colorado A. & M. College Library, Fort 
Collins, James G. Hodgson, librarian, offers 
for 15¢: Steinel’s History of Agriculture in 
Colorado, 1926. 


Public Library, Merrick, L.I., N.Y., Mrs. 
Eveline Macfarland, librarian, wants A meri- 
can Public Library Buildings by Wheeler and 
Githens, 1941. 


Positions 


Wanted: Position of state librarian, Texas 
State Library, available September 1. Salary, 
$5000. Applications (which will be treated as 
confidential if desired) should be addressed to 
Mrs. Herbert Gambrell, secretary, Texas Li- 
brary and Historical Commission, 3543 Univer- 
sity Blvd., Dallas 5. State qualifications, edu- 
catiun, age; inclose photograph. (Limited to 
men who have had at least one year’s training 
in a library school and three years’ experience 
as head or assistant of high rank in a free 
public or institutional library.) Desirable quali- 
fications: interest or experience in historical ar- 
chives, legislative reference service, state-wide 
library welfare; capable administrator with 
vision for long-range program and realistic 
practicality in attaining goals. 


Wanted: Junior Librarians. There are two 
vacancies in the City of Dearborn Public Library 
for those accredited library school graduates who 
are prepared for (1) circulation and reference 
work, (2) children’s work. Age limit, 35 years. 
Beginning salary, $2482 with annual increments 
to $2922; promotional opportunities to a maxi- 
mum of $3362; retirement system; positions are 
in classified civil service. For additional infor- 
mation and applications, write or call the De- 
partment of Personnel, City Hall, Dearborn, 
Mich. 





Wanted: Children’s librarian to work in ex- 
tension department (salary, $1600 plus 1o per 
cent bonus) and assistant cataloger who would 
spend part time in the adult circulation depart- 
ment (salary, $1675 plus ro per cent bonus); 
Greenwich Library, Greenwich, Conn. Give 
references, education, and experience. 


Wanted: SCHOOL LIBRARIANS AND 
CATALOGER. Librarians for one junior high, 
two elementary schools of Chicago suburb; 
experience in children’s or school work essential. 
Salary open. Supervisor of children’s catalog- 
ing, $1920-$2100. Experience in work with 
children essential. All require L.S. degree. Azz. 


Wanted: Assistant librarian for reference 
library of chemical firm, New York City. Li- 
brary school graduate preferred for cataloging, 
classification, and reference work. Knowledge 
of chemistry and German helpful. Five-day 
week. Starting salary, $165 a month. A23 


Wanted: By Seattle Public Library and King 
County Public Library (Washington), profes- 
sional assistants in several departments. Vacan- 
cies for children’s librarians and a field worker, 
also reference and branch assistants. In applying 
give detailed educational qualifications and ex- 
perience. Enclose picture. 


Notices by A.L.A. personal or institutional members will be inserted for a charge of fifty cents 
a line; minimum, one dollar and a half. Deadline: tenth of month preceding publication. Payment 

should not be made until statement is sent from the Bulletin office. } 
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Education for Librarianship 


Ee OR RESPONSIBLE POSITIONS in libraries 
Fos all types, the professional education 
given by library schools is essential. The 
following have been accredited by the A.L.A. 
rd of Education for Librarianship and 
. gre members of the Association of American 
Library Schools: 


Arttanta University, School of Library Serv- 
ice, Atlanta, Ga. 
Mrs. Eliza Atkins Gleason, Director 
University oF CALIFORNIA, School of Li- 
brarianship, Berkeley 
‘Sydney B. Mitchell, Dean 
CARNEGIE INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY, Car- 
negie Library School, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Ralph Munn, Director 
CaTHOLIC UNIVERSITY OF AMERICA, Depart- 
ment of Library Science, Washington, 
Bc. 
Rev. F. A. Mullin, Director 
University oF Cuicaco, Graduate Library 
School, Chicago, Ill. 
Carleton B. Joeckel, Dean 
CotumBiA University, School of Library 
Service, New York, N.Y. 
Carl M. White, Dean 
University oF Denver, School of Librarian- 
ship, Denver, Colo. 
Malcolm G. Wyer, Dean 
DrexeL INsTITUTE oF TECHNOLOGY, School 
of Library Science, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Marie Hamilton Law, Dean 
Emory University, Library School, Emory 
University, Ga. 
Tommie Dora Barker, Dean 
University or Iturnois, Library School, Ur- 
bana 
Robert B. Downs, Director 
Kansas STATE TEACHERS COLLEGE OF EmM- 
PoriA, Library School, Emporia 
C. P. Baber, Director 
Universiry or Kentucky, Department of 
Library Science, Lexington 
Margaret I. King, Acting Head 
Louisiana StaTE University, Library 
School, University Station, Baton Rouge 
Mrs. Florrinell Francis Morton, Director 
McGiit University, Library School, Mon- 
treal, Quebec 
Gerhard R. Lomer, Director ¢ 
Universiry or MicHican, Department of 
Library Science, Ann Arbor 
Rudolph H. Gjelsness, Chairman 
University or Minnesora, Division of Li- 
brary Instruction, Minneapolis 
Errett W. McDiarmid, Director 


New Jersey Cotiece ror Women, Library 
School, New Brunswick 
Ethel M. Fair, Director 
New York State CoLvece For TEACHERS, 
Department of Librarianship, Albany 
Esther Stallmann, Head 
University oF NortH Caro.ina, School of 
Library Science, Chapel Hill 
Susan Grey Akers, Dean 
University oF OKLAHOMA, School of Li- 
brary Science, Norman 
J. L. Rader, Director 
Our Lapy or THE LAKE CoL.ece, Depart- 
ment of Library Science, San Antonio, 
Tex. 
Sister Francis Clare, Director 
GerorGE PEABODY COLLEGE FOR TEACHERS, 
Library School, Nashville, Tenn. 
Robert R. Douglass, Acting Director 
Pratt InstituTE, Library School, Brooklyn, 
N.Y. 
Wayne Shirley, Dean 
Rosary Coi_ecE, Department of Library Sci- 
ence, River Forest, Ill. 
Sister Mary Reparata, Director 
CoLiece or St. CATHERINE, Department of 
Library Science, St. Paul, Minn. 
Sister Marie Cecilia, Director 
Simmons COLLEGE, School of Library Sci- 
ence, Boston, Mass. 
Nina C. Brotherton, Acting Director 
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, 
Graduate School of Library Science, Los 
Angeles 
Hazel Dean, Acting Director 
Syracuse Unversity, School of Library 
Science, Syracuse, N.Y. 
Wharton Miller, Director 
Texas STATE COLLEGE FOR WoMEN, Depart- 
ment of Library Science, Denton 
Mary S. Buffum, Director 
University oF Toronto, Ontario College of 
Education, Library School, Toronto 
Winifred G. Barnstead, Director 
UnIversity 0F WASHINGTON, School of Li- 
brarianship, Seattle 
Ruth Worden, Director 
WESTERN Reserve University, School of Li- 
brary Science, Cleveland, Ohio 
Thirza E. Grant, Dean 
CoLLEGE OF WILLIAM AND Mary, Depart- 
ment of Library Science, Williamsburg, 
Va. 
Mae Graham, Acting Head 
University oF Wisconsin, Library School, 
Madison 
George C. Allez, Director 





Review of 
1944-45 A.L.A. Publishing 


NATIONAL 
MEDICAL LIBRARY 


ANNIVERSARIES 
AND HOLIDAYS 


A.L.A. CATALOG 
RULES, 1941 


SCHOOL LIBRARIES 
FOR TODAY 
AND TOMORROW 


LIBRARIAN AND 
THE TEACHER OF 
HOME ECONOMICS 


CATALOGERS' | 
AND CLASSIFIERS' 
YEARBOOK NO. |! 


PATRONS 
ARE PEOPLE 


ACTIVITY BOOK 
NO. TWO 


BUYING LIST OF 
BOOKS FOR SMALL 
LIBRARIES, 7TH ED. 


Report of a Survey of the Army Medical Library financed 
by the Rockefeller Foundation and made under the auspices 
of the American Library Association. 94p. October 1944. 
$1.00 


By Mary Emogene Hazeltine. 2d edition. A Calendar of 
Days and How to Observe Them. Practically a new work. 
Eliminations, additions, refinements. 316p. December 
1944. Cloth, $6.00 


Reprinting in a limited edition of the preliminary Ameri- 
can second edition, as authorized by the Executive Board. 
408p. January 1945. $6.00 


Functions and Standards. Prepared by a subcommittee of 
the A.L.A. Committee on Postwar Planning under the 
chairmanship of Mary Peacock Douglas. A basic document 
for some. time to come. 43p. February 1945. $1.00 


By Henne and Pritchard. Experimenting Together No. 4. 
Relates cooperation and projects developed by teacher, 
librarian, and pupils, the scene being the University of Chi- 
cago High School. 63p. March 1945. 75 cents 


Nine lively papers, several of them on the new code. Par- 
ticularly timely as work on the final revision of the code 
begins this year. 96p. March 1945. $2.00 


How To Be A Model Librarian. Staff manual for which 
there is great demand from public, special, school, and 
college libraries. Staff publications everywhere are applaud- 
ing it. 39p. March 1945. Single copy, 50¢; 10 copies, 40¢ 


each; 25 or more, 35¢ each 


By Lucile F. Fargo. Library projects for children and 
young people which enrich the library’s service and widen 
community contacts. Analytical index. 239p. April 1945. 
Cloth, $2.50 


In press. A book-buying guide for libraries. Also useful to 
readers in selecting live and interesting books on almost any 
subject of current interest. By Marion Horton 


AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION Chicago, Ill. 





